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of the isolated vessels against the four galleasses
was certainly not surpassed in the whole course
of the war, unless by the last fight of the Revenge.
Next day Lord Howard proceeded to reorganise his
fleet formation. It is worthy of remark that for the
first time a fleet went into action in four divisions, com-
manded by Howard, Drake, Hawkins, and Frobisher.
Corbett suggests that this curious but successful inno-
vation was primarily designed to give Frobisher a di-
visional command, after his remarkable performance
against the galleasses. This is a reasonable surmise,
always keeping in mind the embryonic conception of
naval fighting in the Elizabethan era. Had Drake and
Howard possessed the professional insight Sir Julian
occasionally attributes to them, they would scarcely have
remodelled their dispositions to make room for a man
who had got himself into a tight place by reckless sea-
manship and got himself out of it by still more reckless
fighting. Frobisher fell into precisely the same diffi-
culty on the Thursday, when, in an afiair with the gal-
leases once more, he astounded all observers by the
extraordinary audacity of his seamanship and the ten-
acity with which he held on to his prey, sailing almost
yardarrn to yardarm and turning the close-packed gal-
leasses into shambles with the accuracy and rapidity
of his fire. It may be doubted whether the Spanish or
Portuguese captains had experienced anything like this
before in their lives. The method of boarding they
knew, of disabling an enemy by shooting away his rig-
ging, throwing grappling Irons and carrying his deck
with a rush of men armed with cutlasses and pikes. But
this was a combination of nimble manoeuvring and the
Incessant placing of round-shot squarely through the
strakes between their decks, disabling the guns and